Weir proves a
global footprint is
key to success

Weir has been a key player in the nuclear industry for many years, supplying
valves to projects around the globe. Following on from its successful bid
for a contract at the Shin Ulchin project in South Korea last year, the company
recently secured a landmark contract for the Barakah project in the United
Arab Emirates. It’s a challenging time to be in the nuclear industry but
continuing to invest in high quality products and people is proving to be a
successful strategy for the Scottish-based global valve manufacturer.
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Mr. Benko. “While our number one
priority right now is control valves we
are also working on other opportunities,
such as developing Main Steam Isolation
Valves for the global market. Our French
facility will also have gained its ASME
‘N’ stamp by the end of the year. It
has been accredited for the European
marketplace with the French RCCM
code for many years, and adding the
ASME stamp will open up opportunities
to supply valves to the North American
and South Korean markets. However
these developments are not just
There is every indication that EDF will continue to move ahead with plans to build new reactors
at Hinkley Point in the UK. Photo courtesy of EDF Energy.

industry in a similar fashion to China.”
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UK valve facility to fulfil the Shin Ulchin
order. “The nuclear island valves for both
Barakah and Shin Ulchin will be built at
the UK plant and qualification and testing
will be carried out at our facility in South
Korea. The Ansan facility has recently
been awarded a ‘K’ stamp qualification,
which qualifies it to produce nuclear
island control valves for the Korean

focussed on the product, it’s also all
about quality development, systems
development, and people development.
That is what will help us to continue to
position ourselves for when the market
returns to its pre-Fukushima status.”
Last year Weir’s valves business
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a customer and qualification opens up

market place. Ultimately, the goal is to
be able to produce nuclear island control
valves for the global market.”
Like many suppliers to the nuclear
industry, Weir is looking expectantly to
China in anticipation of renewed life in
new build activities.“There seems to be
a lot of discussion around completing
the existing sites, and we expect those
opportunities to start to come to fruition
by 2013. There is also a lot of activity
within Chinese nuclear companies.
They are continuing to develop their
existing technologies to produce a third
generation reactor. The existing CPR1000
is based on a Framatone design and a
lot of work is being done to upgrade
that. We don’t know if some of the
EPR or AP1000 safety features will be
incorporated into the re-design. China
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Weir’s new nuclear valves facility in Saint Victoret, France, will have gained its ASME ‘N’ stamp
by the end of the year, to complement its existing French RCCM code accreditation.

Weir’s contract to supply control valves to Barakah in the UAE follows a simply contact for the Shin Ulchin project in South Korea (pictured).
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Facts & Figures
Name:

The Weir Group PLC

Founded:

1871

Headquarters:

Glasgow, Scotland

Main markets:

Power generation, oil & gas, mining and minerals

Nuclear manufacturing Ansan, South Korea;
sites:

Elland, United Kingdom; Saint Victoret, France; and
Ipswich, USA

Nuclear valves:

Gate, globe and check, butterfly, control and safety valves:
Main Steam Isolation; Main Feedwater Isolation; Compact
Integrated Safety; Isolation, Safety & Relief

Weir’s TRICENTRIC®
triple offset butterfly
valve.

the customer feels
that they will be able to
meet their cost targets,
and produce power at
a profitable rate? The
eyes of the world are
looking to see whether
current projects will be
successfully delivered
on time and to cost. If
successful, there could

Turnover 2011:

£2.2bn

be significant nuclear

Employees:

14,000

business in the decade
ahead.”

Weir’s nuclear
control valve.
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