Getting ready for the nu
renaissance
There's a lot of interest in the nuclear power industry these days.
Commentators in both the USA and the UK, for example, have told Focus on
Nuclear Power Generation that they expect “big things” in the upcoming ten
to fifteen years. The potential implications for the valve supply industry are
understood to be significant. We therefore did not pass up the chance to talk
to a man with exceptional insight into both valves and the nuclear industry Mr Bill Fitzgerald, Nuclear Business Unit Director Fisher® valves for Emerson
Process Management. We asked for his thoughts on the future of the nuclear
sector and the current response from the valve industry.
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operating licence applications. Now that
does not mean an order will actually
follow, but it is a clear sign of intent.”
It appears that the parties involved may
also work on parallel tracks to facilitate
shorter lead-times. Mr Fitzgerald: “For
example, whilst the NRC is reviewing
the plans, the engineering company may
already start work procuring the long
lead items. For example, reactor vessels,
etc, which can take three years from
order to delivery. Shortly after they can
also consider other critical items, like
control valves, pumps, etc. Based on
this, we see significant valve order
activity probably occurring in 2009 or
2010, all pointing towards start-up for
Mr Bill Fitzgerald, Nuclear Business Unit
Director Fisher® valves for Emerson Process
Management.

some new units in 2015.”
Asked if he could amplify on the
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equipment, Mr Fitzgerald comments:
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Critical
A time-frame of just seven years to
completely design, build and
commission a new nuclear power plant
may sound ambitious, but is actually
quite realistic, according to Mr Fitzgerald.
“The big engineering firms and also the
NRC [Nuclear Regulatory Commission]
have recently gone out and have
significantly added to their staffs. They
are gearing up big time. We understand
that the NRC's goal is to be able to turn
an application for a new power plant
around within three years. There have
already been a number of combined

Due to the long lead times, control valves are seen as critical equipment for nuclear
power plants.
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Commentators indicate there could be “big things” in the nuclear power sector in the upcoming ten to fifteen years.
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produce the required numbers of
Fisher® valves. “Looking from the
manufacturing standpoint a typical order
for a nuclear power plant would be in
the hundreds of valves. By contrast, an
order for an LNG facility can be 10
times that size. We are already geared
up to manufacturing valves on that
scale. So the dollar value/item might be
higher for nuclear, and the engineering
and qualification might be more
involved, but, given our size, in terms of
the actual manufacturing process, we
have plenty of capacity.”

According to Mr Fitzgerald, issues like global warming and a desire for energy independence
mean there are good arguments for nuclear power.
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